Local delivery of the hemostatic agent tranexamic acid in chronically anticoagulated patients.
In oral surgery, the management of patients on anticoagulant therapy is still challenging because of the risks of uncontrolled bleeding and, if the therapy is discontinued, the possibility of undesired thromboembolic complications. The use of local hemostatic agents may be a viable alternative to overcome these issues. Along these lines, the aim of this work was to evaluate the use of newly developed swelling matrices loaded with tranexanic acid in preventing postextractive bleeding in patients with no modification of oral anticoagulant therapy. The matrices are made up of cellulose and are able to fit the tridimensional postextractive alveolar cavity, thus assuring also a mechanical contribution to homeostasis. The potential of this new therapeutic approach in reducing hospitalization, removing the risk of infections, and lowering the number of hemorrhagic complications was demonstrated.